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WATCH VENUS GO! 
 
Have you noticed the big, bright “star” that has been hanging high 
above the western horizon in the evening after sunset?  Of course 
you have!  And you probably know that this evening “star” is not a 
“star” at all, but rather it is the planet Venus.  Well, it is about to go 
away.  Over the course of the next few weeks it will rapidly drop 
toward the sun.  Each night it will hang less and less high above the 
western horizon.  What is 
going on? 
 
Venus and Earth both 
circle the sun.  Venus 
orbits closer to the sun 
than does the Earth, and, 
according to the laws of 
gravity and momentum, it 
moves faster.  For a while 
now Venus has been 
gaining on the Earth as 
they both race around the 
sun.  For example, shown 
at right are where the Earth and Venus were in their orbits at the 
beginning of December. 
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By now, in mid-February, Venus has gained on the Earth quite a bit, 
as shown below. 
 

 
 

Note the angle between Venus and the sun as seen from Earth: 
 

 
 
 



 
 

By the beginning of March this angle will be reduced considerably.  
By mid-March it will have closed up more, and by late March Venus 
will be passing between Earth and the sun. 
 

 
                                           March 1 
 

   
                            March 15                                                          March 25 
 
We see this angle as how high Venus “hangs in the sky” above the 
sun.  So as the angle closes up day by day, evening by evening we 
will see Venus drop lower and lower in the sky.  The images on the 
next page show Venus as it appears in the sky on February 17, 
March 1, March 15, and March 25 (where it will not be visible at all).  
So in the next few weeks that big, bright “star” that has been hanging 
high above the western horizon in the evening after sunset is going to 
drop out of sight!  Watch it go. 
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT THE 

OBSERVATORY 
ALL TIMES ARE EASTERN TIME.  ALL PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE SOUTH 

HARRISON PARK LOCATION.  PROGRAMS WILL BE CANCELLED IN THE 

CASE OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS SUCH AS SEVERE WEATHER OR SNOWY 

OR ICY ROADS.   

 February 4, 2017 (evening program, featuring the moon).  

Program begins at dark (approximately 6:30 pm).  Come 

observe the moon, planets, and stars—weather permitting.  

The observatory will be open rain or shine, but what we will 

be able to see depends on the weather.   

 March 4, 2017 (daytime program).  Program begins at 

10:00 am.  Come observe the sun through a safe solar filter, 

and learn about the sun, the seasons, and time—weather 

permitting.  The observatory will be open rain or shine, but 

what we will be able to see depends on the weather.   

 March 25, 2017 (evening program).  Program begins at dark 

(approximately 8:15 pm).  Come observe the stars of the 

night sky—weather permitting.  The observatory will be open 

rain or shine, but what we will be able to see depends on the 

weather.  

 April 8, 2017 (evening program, featuring the moon).  

Program begins at dark (approximately 8:30 pm).  Come 

observe the moon, planets, and stars—weather permitting.  

The observatory will be open rain or shine, but what we will 

be able to see depends on the weather.   

 April 29, 2017 (daytime program).  Program begins at 10:00 

am.  Come observe the sun through a safe solar filter, and 

learn about the sun, the seasons, and time—weather 

permitting.  The observatory will be open rain or shine, but 

what we will be able to see depends on the weather.   

 

PROGRAM CANCELLED 

 
(our apologies for any inconvenience) 


