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Lunar Eavesdropping In Louisville, Kentucky 
 

he walls of South Harrison observatory are sporting some new 
decoration – a permanent display about “Lunar Eavesdropping” in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  In July of 1969 a Louisville man by the name of 

Larry Baysinger independently 
detected signals from the Apollo 11 
astronauts on the lunar surface, using 
his own home-built equipment.  
Fortunately, his accomplishments 
were recorded and promptly published 
in the Louisville Courier-Journal, by a 
young reporter named Glenn 
Rutherford.  The story was titled 
“Lunar Eavesdropping:  Louisvillians 
hear moon walk talk on homemade 

 

 

  

www.jefferson.kctcs.edu/observatory 

 
Rutherford’s article from the front page of 
section B of the July 23, 1969 issue of the 

Courier-Journal.   
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equipment”.  It turns out that both Rutherford and 
Baysinger are still in Louisville.  OCSHO staff 
member Chris Graney learned of the story from 
Rutherford this past summer.  
 
In August Graney created a web page about the 
story for the observatory.  Not long afterwards, 
the “Lunar Eavesdropping” web page was 
featured by bloggers from both Discover 
magazine and Make magazine.  The Make blog in 
particular seems to have caused the story to “go 
viral” – just Google “Larry Baysinger Apollo” or 
“Lunar Eavesdropping Louisville” and you will see how many people have 
taken an interest in it!  You can learn all about the story, read the original 
1969 newspaper article, and even listen to the recordings Baysinger made 
of the astronauts’ voices using a reel-to-reel tape recorder, at  
 

www.jefferson.kctcs.edu/observatory/apollo11 
 

or just visit the observatory and ask the 
astronomer about it. 
 
 We at Otter Creek-South Harrison 
particularly like the home built aspect to 
the “Lunar Eavesdropping” story.  Our 
best telescope is “home built” – with a 
nicely finished hexagonal wood tube and 
a 50 lb barbell as a counterweight.  
(People sometimes find it odd that a big 
telescope would not be commercially 
manufactured, but in fact no commercial 
manufacturer makes such a large, long-

focus refractor.)  Park astronomer Henry Sipes often shows visitors a 
telescope that he built when he was young.  It is important to realize that 
scientific endeavors are not limited to people with big budgets at giant 
laboratories straight out of a Hollywood blockbuster.  Many great scientific 
discoveries were made by scientists who built their own equipment.  
Galileo’s telescopes were all “home built”!  So we think it is especially cool 
that Baysinger listened to the men on the Moon using equipment he built 
himself.   
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Galaxy photographs from Henry Sipes 
 
South Harrison’s park astronomer, Henry Sipes, is working on his second 
graduate degree – a master’s in astronomy to complement his space-
oriented master’s in engineering from Purdue University.  Recently he had 
some spare time on a remotely operated telescope he was using and 
“snapped” some nice pictures of galaxies! 
 

 
Galaxy M51 (the “Whirlpool”) 100 second exposure, 4 shots through different  

filters: 1 L, 1 R, 1G, 1B.  The smaller image is from the Hubble Space Telescope 
(http://heritage.stsci.edu/2005/12a/big.html) for comparison.    
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Sculptor Galaxy 100 seconds exposure, 4 shots: 1L, 1R, 1G, 1B 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephan's Quintet.  These 
are the galaxies that were 
the angels in the 1946 
Christmas film “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” (see inset 
picture).  This image is a 
rougher shot than the 
others Sipes took.  A 
green meteor trail is 
visible at upper right. 
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Research Talk at Planetarium on December 2 
 
Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society, Louisville Chapter and Gheens 
Science Hall and Rauch Planetarium are pleased to announce a free 
lecture by Chris Graney of Otter Creek-South Harrison Observatory:  
 

Every Star is a Perfect Globe! 
Galileo, Marius, and the Earliest Telescopic Studies of Stars 

 
Wednesday, December 2, 2009 at Gheens 
Science Hall & Rauch Planetarium, 
University of Louisville, Belknap Campus 
(North Campus entrance), Louisville, 
Kentucky (502) 852-6664.  There will be a 
buffet Dinner Catered by Bombay Grill.  
Sigma Xi members & post-doctoral 
students: $15;  non-members: $18;  
undergraduate students: $10.  Reservations 
for the dinner may be made by contacting 
Sigma Xi  president, Dr. Gerold Willing 
(gerold.willing@louisville.edu).   The evening’s schedule is as follows: 
 
6:00  PM - Registration & Buffet Opens 
7:00 - 8:30 PM – Free Lecture & Planetarium Show, Q&A 
 
Graney will be discussing the research that goes on at Otter Creek-South 
Harrison.  Sigma Xi is the honor society of research scientists and 
engineers.  It is an international, multidisciplinary society whose programs 
and activities promote the health of the scientific enterprise, reward 
excellence in scientific research and encourage a sense of companionship 
and cooperation among scientists in all fields.  So, while this program is 
open to the general public, it will be oriented towards an audience that is 
fluent in the language of science.  
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Schedule of Public Programs: 
  
Nighttime programs:    Daytime programs: 
           
Nov. 21st  6:30 – 8:30 pm   Dec. 5th 11 am to 1 pm 
 
Dec. 12th 6:30 – 8:30 pm   Jan. 9th 11 am to 1 pm 
 
Jan. 23rd 6:30 – 8:30 pm   Feb. 6th 11 am to 1 pm 
 
Feb. 20th 7:30 – 9:30 pm   Mar. 6th 11 am to 1 pm 
 
All programs at South Harrison Park are open rain or shine.  Check with 
Park Astronomer, Park office, or websites below for updates. 
 
Contacts: Park Astronomer – Henry Sipes – 270-668-2103 
  Harrison County Park Office – 812-738-8236 
 
Websites: http://www.harrisoncoparks.com/Observatory.html 
  http://www.jefferson.kctcs.edu/observatory/ 
  http://astronomy2009.us/ 
 
All times are Eastern time zone.   
 
Nighttime programs:  Join the observatory staff for a tour of what is visible 
in the night sky, including the moon, stars, and planets. 
 
Daytime programs:   Daytime programs are "open house" at the 
observatory. Come safely observe the Sun, with its prominences and 
sunspots.  Check out our telescopes and learn about the observatory -- 
after all, you can't really see what's in the observatory when it is dark. 
 


