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WHERE IN THIS AREA MIGHT YOU GO TO SEE
THE GREAT 2017 SOLAR ECLIPSE?
You probably know that there will be a total eclipse of the sun, visible
along a path that stretches across the continental US from coast to
coast, on Monday, August 21, 2017 (check out the map below). And
you might also know that Kentucky—and specifically Hopkinsville,
Kentucky—is one of the best places to view it. It is definitely worth
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your while to get into the path of totality, that region where the sun will
be totally, 100% blocked by the moon. The difference between being
in a location where the sun will be 100% blocked by the moon, and a
location where the sun will be more than 95% blocked by the moon
(such as Louisville), will be dramatic.
The sun is bright, and 5% of the sun peeking around the edge of the
moon will be enough to light up the sky. In a place like Louisville, the
sky will get a little dim, and shadows on the ground will look strange.
And, you can definitely see a cool “partial eclipse” from Louisville, if
you have proper viewing equipment: make a good pinhole viewer
(you can find instructions all over the internet) or buy some good
eclipse glasses (Lowe’s recently was selling eclipse glasses with
cardboard frames for $2, and “stylish” ones with plastic frames for
$15).
But a 95%+ partial eclipse vs. a 100% total eclipse is like having 95%
of the winning numbers in the lottery and winning $100, and having
all of them and winning the jackpot—it’s a BIG difference. Where the
sun is 100% blocked, the sky will go dark, stars will be visible, and
awesomeness will reign! So, if you can get to where the eclipse is
total, do so. But that does not mean you should go to Hopkinsville.
You see, Hopkinsville
lies along the path of
maximum totality—
where the sun will be
100% covered for 2
minutes and 40
seconds. But there will
be all sorts of places
where the sun will be
covered for 2 minutes,
30 seconds, or 2
minutes, 20 seconds. Unless you are just the sort of person who
loves being at the absolute center of the action, or who has to have
every second of eclipse possible, that extra handful of seconds is not
going to be worth the traffic you will have to endure to get near
Hopkinsville. Just choose any convenient place in the path of totality,
and go there. But where?

Look for some place where the length of totality is at least 2 minutes.
Below is an eclipse map from NASA for Kentucky and Tennesse that
shows the totality path. The 2+ minute zone is the region indicated
by the arrow, between the dotted lines. In Kentucky, any spot more
or less between Paducah and Scottsville should be good. A large
area in Tennessee, from Clarksville to Nashville over to Cookeville,
will be good. That is a lot of territory—no need to crowd into
Hopkinsville.

So now you know where to go. What about when? Well, the moon
crosses in front of the sun at approximately (it varies from place to
place) 1:20 PM Central Time, that is 2:20 PM Eastern Time. It would
be wise to be in position a couple hours ahead of time. Google says
it is roughly a 2.5 to 3+ hour from Louisville down to western
Kentucky or northern Tennessee, depending on the location you are
going to. There could be traffic, so give yourself extra time. Still, you
should be able to pack some lunch, head out early Monday morning
and drive into the 2+ minute zone, get in position, be blown away by
the eclipse, spend a little time leaping up and down, recovering from
the awesomeness of it all, and still get back Monday night. Yes, you
might be fighting massive traffic all the way back. It will be worth it,
and you will have an epic tale to tell and lots of stuff to share.
So, you know where to go. You know when to go. If at all possible,
do go, take friends, take family, and see this eclipse! And if you are

stuck in Louisville, see the partial eclipse. It’s cool, too. Hey, winning
$100 on the lottery is not bad, even if it is not the jackpot.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS AT THE
OBSERVATORY
ALL TIMES ARE EASTERN TIME. ALL PROGRAMS ARE HELD AT THE SOUTH
HARRISON PARK LOCATION. PROGRAMS WILL BE CANCELLED IN THE
CASE OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS SUCH AS SEVERE WEATHER OR SNOWY
OR ICY ROADS.

 August 12, 2017 (evening program with possible
meteors). Program begins at dark (approximately
9:00 pm). Come observe the stars of the night
sky—weather permitting. The observatory will be
open rain or shine, but what we will be able to
see depends on the weather. Tonight will be a
good night to see some of the Perseid meteors (although the best
meteor viewing is well after midnight).
 August 21, 2017 (NO program). There will be NO
program at South Harrison for the eclipse, because the
observatory staff will be further south, in the path of the
total eclipse. If you can possibly arrange to make the
drive to southwestern Kentucky or northern Tennessee
in order to be in the path of the total eclipse on the 21st, you should
do so. The difference between the partial eclipse that will be visible
on the 21st in the Louisville area, and the total eclipse will be like the
difference between winning the $2 prize in the lottery, and winning
the big prize.

 September 9, 2017 (daytime program). Program begins
at 10:00 am. Come observe the sun through a safe solar
filter, and learn about the sun, the seasons, and time—
weather permitting. The observatory will be open rain
or shine, but what we will be able to see depends on the weather.

